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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2019  

 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, Beulah Bolton, A C McLeod, Jr., Glenn Odom, 

Terri King (Administrator), Martin Driggers (Attorney) 

 

Absent:    

 

Note to Minutes:  Terri King, Administrator, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Beulah Bolton 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Shilon Green, Recreation Director: 

Football season has begun and we have been able to organize 3 teams this year with 67 boys 

participating. We also have 37 girls for our cheerleading teams. McBee has been able to join the 

various sports leagues and this has helped the recreation department draw more kids to participate in 

our sports. We are planning to hold a fundraiser this season, probably will sell doughnuts, like we did 

during baseball season.  

 

Motion to approve Minutes from the August 6, 2019 Regular Council Meeting and from the August 

28, 2019 Special Council Meeting made by Mayor John Campolong, seconded by Council Member 

Beulah Bolton. All were in favor. 

 

Attorney Martin Driggers: Reviewed with the Council members the SC Code on Conflicts of 

Interest. 

 

Resident: Crawford Blackmon 

Addressed the Mayor and Council in regards to his request to purchase the “Old Medical Building” 

located on Highway No. 1. He has spoken before the Mayor and Council previously and has made an 

offer to purchase the building. He does not appreciate the length of time it is taking for this request to 

be handled. He feels that he is getting the run-around and that no action is being taken. 
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Attorney Martin Driggers: This has been an ongoing process that has taken time to comply with the 

stipulations that were placed on the Town when the land was received from the original owner. This 

individual will need to sign a waiver in order for the Town to sell the property. She will be in Town the 

last week of October 2019, and will meet with us in order to sign the waiver. Also, new information 

has been brought to the Town’s attention that there may be a fuel tank in the ground on this property. 

We will need to investigate this information and then follow the law in regards to handling property 

with underground fuel storage.  

 

Mayor Campolong: 

There are some steps we will be required to take before we can proceed with your request to purchase 

this property. 

 First, we will need to have the waiver signed that will give the Town the ability to sell the 

property 

 Second, we will need to investigate whether there are any fuel tanks on the property 

 Thirdly, we are required to post that the property is for sale 

 

These are just a few of the steps we are required to go through in order to sell the property.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: 

The Town should be able to give you more information at the November 2019 Regular Council 

meeting and will keep you informed as we move forward with your purchase request.  

 

Report: 

Council Member Beulah Bolton 

I got a committee a couple of meetings ago to help me clean up McBee. We’ve had a meeting and I 

was able to form 4 committees to start cleaning up McBee.  

 

As of now we have: 

 Committee to work with Shilon on our park. It came up during our meeting that we don’t have 

a playground for our babies and older children. This committee will look at what we can add to 

our park.  

 Committee to work on grants.  

 Committee for the beautification of McBee. They will be responsible for beautifying places 

around town – like the Library, the Town entrance signs, places like that.  

 Committee to work on the dilapidated houses and junk cars.  

 

 

 

 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 
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I don’t know if you have received the letter from the County; the County has approved that each Town 

can use the buildings code man to come in and go to whatever building we need addressed and he will 

condemn them. He won’t do anything else after that. This will help the situation.  

The Town put a lot of effort into the Mobile Home Ordinance. A lady has come to me and said she 

couldn’t get a permit to move a new mobile home into the Town. You passed an Ordinance and it is on 

the books and I would like for that to be opened up in the morning for mobile homes that fit the 

ordinance to approve for permits.  

 

Administrator Terri King 

The Council put a moratorium on the ordinance last May. You were working with the County before 

permits could be issued.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

I’ve talked with the County Administrator and there are no talks between Martin and the County.  

Now, the Ordinance is passed, you worked on it and approved it – that’s a law. Technically, you can’t 

put a moratorium on a law. You’ve got to change it.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

There is an application that is required to be filled out prior to a permit being issued.  

 

Administrator Terri King 

I’m not handing out any applications because of the moratorium placed on the ordinance in May 2018. 

During the meeting the Council told me I was not to accept any permit applications.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

The ordinance is very clear on what the Town’s regulations are for mobile homes coming into the 

Town.  

 

Administrator Terri King 

The Council has instructed me not to issue any permit applications.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

Then we need to re-look the moratorium and allow permit applications to be received.  

 

Administrator Terri King 

Are you lifting the moratorium? 

 

 

 

Mayor Campolong 

Does anyone have an objection to lifting the moratorium?  
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Council Member A C McLeod 

The reason we put a moratorium on it, is because we don’t have any officers than can enforce this 

Town ordinance. We asked the County, through the lawyer, to help us do that. I’ve been to County 

Council to step in and help us enforce it because we’re losing residencies of people who have homes 

here because we can’t enforce it; unless we hire an officer on the Town’s budget. Who’s going to levy 

the fines, because the deputy is not going to do it, so that puts us back to law enforcement who can 

only enforce state law.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

Recommendation, it’s a good ordinance, but let’s turn it back over to the County. 

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

They don’t enforce Town ordinances.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

That’s right.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

We’ve met with the County Attorney, we’ve met with the Building Codes officer, we’ve had 

conversation with them back-and-forth. As it stands right now, we’ll have to hire our own ordinance 

person to inspect and enforce it. I think that’s what we really need to do.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

Absolutely, I got the same letter that Glenn is talking about.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

I suggest we hire a part-time codes enforcement person. We’ll take the permit application and allow 

the codes enforcement person review the application and if it doesn’t meet the requirements, then he 

has the ability to write the fines. They will not get a premise number until they meet the codes that 

have been passed.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

Kemp, will you take the authority to start checking to see who we could hire to do this?  

We have been notified by our Judge, that once she gets a condemnation request and it has been served 

by an outside codes officer, she will enforce it.  

 

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

The codes enforcement officer can write the ticket, but he can’t go get the guy and put him in jail. 

We’ve passed an ordinance that we can’t get enforced. 
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Council Member Glenn Odom 

You’ve passed an ordinance that can’t be used.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

Therefore, we put a moratorium on it.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

Where in the law does it say that you can put a moratorium on an ordinance? That is a law that has 

been passed and it says that you will accept the permit application at the Town Hall.  

 

Administrator Terri King 

Because the Town Attorney and the County Attorney have not come to terms with what is and what 

isn’t, regardless if we do accept the paperwork and release it the county will not honor it. The county 

will not release the mobile home permit for the mobile home mover to move the mobile home. The 

county will need to be contacted, because they are not releasing anything for McBee.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

They’re not because of the moratorium; which is not legal.  What I would like to see is, start taking the 

applications and let’s run an ad for someone to be part-time. The county building code inspector would 

be glad, on the outside, to do the job.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

I’m going to say this you, he’s not going to come and enforce the ordinance.  

 

Administrator Terri King 

We’ve already talked with the judge about this and there is a protocol for this. You get an Ordinance 

Violation book, the codes enforcement officer would write a violation when a violation is discovered, 

and the judge would enforce the violation.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

I recommend that we look at the system that every town in Kershaw County follows.  

I say that the moratorium that we passed is a moratorium and I think we need to do that until we figure 

out how we are going to enforce the ordinance.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

I think the first thing we need to do is hire a codes enforcement officer. This will allow us to be able to 

issue a violation that can be turned over to our Judge to be processed.  
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Council Member A C McLeod 

I will be against lifting the moratorium and allowing mobile homes to be moved into the Town until 

we can enforce our ordinance. 

 

Mayor Campolong 

Right. Let’s get a code man. Will you (Kemp) look into it? 

 

Council Member A C McLeod 

We’ll work together.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

You put a moratorium on the ordinance last May, so you’re talking about a year and half later and 

nothing has been done. Now folks, that’s a farce. Martin, can you show me in the law where you can 

put a moratorium on an ordinance and stop it?  

 

Attorney Martin Driggers 

Council can pass whatever it chooses to pass.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

But they have to pass an ordinance. They passed an ordinance, so they have to go by it until they repeal 

it.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

Glen, get the rules of what is required to place a moratorium on an ordinance and give it to Martin for 

him to review. Can you give us a code that prohibits a moratorium?  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

That’s what I’m asking, give me the code that allows a moratorium to be placed on an ordinance.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton 

Is this legal? 

 

Attorney Martin Driggers 

It is legal until someone tells you that it is not.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

In other words, a person that wants to bring in a mobile home and everything has been done just right, 

now they’ve got to wait. It could be another year or two.  

 

 

Mayor Campolong 
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Let’s get busy and not litigate another year or two. Glenn, will you help us look up that information 

and, in the meantime, we will look for a codes officer to hire and enforce our ordinances.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

One last question, if someone’s mobile home burns, technically they can’t replace it with another 

mobile home. 

 

Mayor Campolong 

In one of the items of the mobile home ordinance, it states that in the event of a loss, the mobile home 

can be replaced. For those who are already here and they have a disaster loss, they are able to replace 

their mobile home. This is clearly in the ordinance.  

 

Community Center:  

Mayor Campolong 

For 13 years we have been working to complete phase 1 and 2 of the Recreation Complex. Those have 

been completed. This has been a community effort and the community needs to be congratulated on 

providing this recreation complex to the community.  

 

As we move forward, we must look at providing our community and youth a community center.  

 

At this time, I would like Terri to read a Resolution for approval to move forward with the community 

center. (Resolution attached) 

 

Motion to accept Resolution 2019-1 “Resolution to Complete Phase III of the McBee Recreation 

Complex: Community Center” made by Mayor Campolong, seconded by Council Member Charlie 

Sutton. 

 

Discussion:  

Council Member Beulah Bolton 

How much will phase 3 cost?  

 

Mayor Campolong 

I do have information on the cost that I wanted to bring up as we go into discussion. First, I need to  a 

“yes” or “no” do we want to continue with phase 3.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton 

The community center is nice, but there are other things we should look at. Shilon talked about how 

great the recreation is doing right now, but it hasn’t been doing that great in the past. Why can’t we 

continue for another year and whatever money we’re putting into phase 3, use it for street signs. We 

need street signs.  
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Administrator Terri King 

We have recently received a grant for the street signs.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

All we need to know is if we want to move forward with the community center. I would like to have a 

voice vote on this.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr.  

I’ve got one question; Are we going to spend town money for phase 3?  

 

Mayor Campolong 

No, we’ll have to go out and get contributions and grants.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr.  

Phase 3, is it in the budget to spend some money here?  

 

Administrator Terri King 

There is a community grant that we could apply for. We can’t move forward without approval of this 

resolution. Typically a grant will require a 25% investment from the town.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

I’m with Kemp and Bea, I want to see what the cost is before I vote on this.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

How can we know what the cost is until we can sit down and talk with an architect? That was my next 

phase, we’re going to sit down with an architect, as a group, to be presented to us an elevation plan and 

a rendering. We can sit down with him and ask him what the costs will be. We have some idea of what 

the cost will be, because we’ve already gone out searching for architects and the type building we 

would want and something we can afford. Not all of the money will come from grants, we’ll probably 

have to contribute, but not like we did before. On the complex we have now, we only spent about 

$300,000 of our own money for a $1.5 million dollar complex.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

I’m all for anything for the kids, but until we rectify a year-and-a-half working on an ordinance to 

move people into Town to help, I can’t vote to spend other money.  

 

 

Mayor Campolong 

That’s fine, let’s take a vote.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr.  
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I’ve got a question. All we’re voting on is for you to apply for a grant? 

 

Mayor Campolong 

What we’re saying is, we want to have a community center, it is not binding us to it. 

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

All we’re saying, is vote for a grant and we want a community center. We’re not going to hire an 

architect to start because we really don’t know what we want. To go forward, we should apply for the 

grant, but you’re saying we need the architect drawing before we can apply for the grant?  

 

Mayor Campolong 

Yes, the architect drawing and a rendering.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

Who’s going to supply that?  

 

Mayor Campolong 

We’ve been working on this for several months, looking for an architect to be able to take care of our 

needs. We did the same thing when we built this part here (conference room) using “SC Section 1135-

32-30”. As long as we stay under $25,000, it is not necessary to place a bid out for an architect. We 

can hire an architect and that’s something we’ve been searching for. An architect that was 

recommended and still be in an area of what we can afford and stay under the code so that we don’t 

have to put out bids. We’ve already talked to a couple of architects that have seen our site and are 

getting some ideas of what we want. We also have to have elevation plans and a rendering in order to 

go out and raise funds. Just like we did with phase 1 and 2.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

The Town will have to pay for these? We didn’t pay for the plans for phase 1 and 2, those were paid 

from private funds. You’re asking the Town to pay for these.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

Yes, it is less than $25,000. 

 

 

 

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

Now we come to the answer. I would say that we invite the architect to come and talk with the Town 

Council and then we’ll talk about going forward or not. Ask them to come to the next meeting and then 

we’ll decide whether to move forward with the $25,000 or not.  
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Mayor Campolong 

We’ll have to pay him for coming if we don’t approve for him to do the job. What will he talk to us 

about if he doesn’t have the rendering and the elevation plans? He would need to be able to show us 

something.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

I can’t support this if the architect can’t come and talk to us without a rendering and elevation plans.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

Call for a Question:  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

“Question” 

 

Mayor Campolong 

On the resolution?  

I want a vocal vote on the resolution. 

 

I vote “Yes” 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton 

“Yes” 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

“No”  

Until we meet with the architect, I vote against the resolution.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

“No” 

Until the architect can come and talk with us.  

 

Council Member Beulah Bolton 

“No” 

 

 

Mayor Campolong 

Motion to accept Resolution 2019-1 “Resolution to Complete Phase III of the McBee Recreation 

Complex: Community Center” was opposed with a vocal vote of 2 for and 3 against.  

Voted for: Mayor Campolong and Council Member Charlie Sutton 

Voted Against: Council Member Beulah Bolton, A C McLeod, Jr., Glenn Odom 
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Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

I need to address the Scout Hut. Our lease with the church, have you written the church telling them 

that you wanted to discontinue the lease with the church?  

 

Mayor Campolong 

No 

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

I’ve got the lease right here, the last meeting we had we talked about not using the Scout Hut anymore. 

The intent was that the church leased it to the Town, and here’s the lease on it, to use it as a community 

center. To break the lease, either party can write a written letter to the other party to break it.  

Mark, would you like to address the Council? We don’t want to administrate this as a church and the 

Town has decided they don’t want it.  

 

My question, what can the Scout Hut be used for?  

 

Mayor Campolong 

The original intent was for the building to be used for the Scouts.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

It was used as a community center and for the ball fields.  

The lease states and describes it as the Scout and the Community Center. Now, the problem was that 

we had a ruckus over there about two months ago. Anybody that has a community center will need to 

hire an off duty policeman for security. The person who leases it is going to have to pay for that. The 

Town is not going to pay for it. Before, we were leasing it until 12:00 at night, I don’t think is the 

correct way to do it. We might need to review again what this lease should be.  

 

My question to the Town is: It has been and can be used in good measure for a community center, does 

the Town want to continue that, and if it doesn’t, then I say a letter needs to be written to the Church.  

 

 

 

 

My proposal is that we do want to keep it going, we do want to open it to people, but we need to 

rewrite the lease we have so that it can only be rented one time a day and it has to be closed at 

reasonable hours, I say 9:00 or 10:00 pm. And, there has to be an off duty deputy there and whoever 

leases it has to pay for it.  

 

I think we voted last time to not use it anymore. I say if the Town is not going to use it, then I 

recommend that we write a letter to the Church. 
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Council Member Beulah Bolton 

I think with the Boy Scout Hut that we should table it for now and take a look at it at the next meeting.  

I personally would like to take a look at it and keep it. I think it helps a lot of people in the community.  

 

Pastor Mark Dickinson – Presbyterian Church 

If the Town decides that it wants to continue renting it, that’s fine. The church will want to renegotiate 

the lease we have with the Town. It is out of date and should be looked at. I think the church would be 

willing to put a couple of people together to meet with a couple of your people to write a lease that 

would be best for both parties. The church does own the property and what goes on there does reflect 

back on us. We want to make very sure that the property is used appropriately and properly. Right 

now, we’re not leasing it to anyone either. We’re trying to figure out liability issues and the other 

factors. I ask this question, based on the previous discussion, if we have an off-duty officer on the 

premises, can that off-duty officer enforce the terms of this agreement?  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

The officer can enforce any state laws that are broken.  

 

Pastor Mark Dickinson – Presbyterian Church 

Can the deputy usher people out if they are on the premises after the set time to leave?  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

Yes  

 

Pastor Mark Dickinson – Presbyterian Church 

The church will need clarity on all of this.  

 

Mayor Campolong 

We’ll need to have a sound discussion on the liability issues. I agree, let’s talk about it. We’ll need to 

review the lease contract with the church and update it and update the rental agreement for the citizens.  

 

 

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

I propose that two people from the church and two from the Town Council meet and come up with a 

proposal for the next meeting.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

I volunteer to be part of this committee.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 
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Motion to form a committee with the Presbyterian Church to update the lease with the church 

and the rental agreement for citizens for the Scout Hut made by A C McLeod, Jr., seconded by 

Council Member Beulah Bolton. All in favor 

 

Committee Volunteers: 

Council Member Glenn Odom 

Council Member Beulah Bolton 

Mayor Campolong  

 

Administrator Terri King 

We need to set the date for the Christmas Parade. We’ve checked with Hartsville City and their parade 

is scheduled for December 14
th

 at 3:00 p.m.  

 

Council Member A C McLeod, Jr. 

Have you talked with the band? 

If we are going to vote, you should have talked with the band today. Let’s see what suits our band.  

 

Administrator Terri King 

We’ll check with the band. 

 

Motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to SC Code FOIA 30-4-70 (a) (b) (1) (2) to 

discuss legal pending water suits made by Mayor Campolong, seconded by Council Member A C 

McLeod.  

Council Member Glenn Odom recused himself (statement attached). All in favor.  

 

Motion to verify that only the items stated in the motion to enter executive session were discussed 

during executive session made by Mayor Campolong, seconded by Council Member Charlie Sutton. 

All in favor.  

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mayor John Campolong and seconded by Council Member A C 

McLeod, Jr. All were in favor.  


